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apparently also should in even a more pronounced fashion
for the French.
Such, indeed, would also appear to be the run of the
pertinent facts 5 although it is always conceivable that the
^antecedent probability of such an outcome may predispose
one to see the pertinent facts in such a light as will bear out
the antecedent probability. It may, of course, also be that
the continued lead of the French and the English-speaking
peoples in respect of the larger and theoretically creative
conceptions in science and technology is of a transient na-
ture, and that the German specialists may presently come
into the lead, when that community shall have had time and
opportunity for mature assimilation of that impersonal,
matter-of-fact habit of mind that necessarily underlies all
creative work in this field. Meantime the work of the two,
in so far as they differ, should presumably continue to sup-
plement one another very much as they have done in the
recent past. It would appear, in fact, that the German cul-
ture has nothing characteristic to offer on this head, what
the Germans have in hand being so recently borrowed from
English (and French) sources that there could be no
sensible gain looked for in any conceivable move to let it
supplant its own source.
However, there is the further count of German achieve-
ment and accumulated assets in the field of philosophy, the
free, or even the mandatory, diffusion of which it is felt
would be of substantial cultural service to mankind. In so
far as "philosophy" is not taken in the colloquial sense of a
personal appraisal of the values to be attached to the various